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RE: San Pitch kiorities

Dear l,Ir. Dorir:s:

I am writirg ttris letter ix re-sponse to yanr april 27t)'t letter
reqa:dirg ttre delivery of water to ttre G:nnison-Fayette Carnl Co. from ttre
I-or,.rer San Pitdr Riven Distrijaltion System.

We have had an unusuaL situation on tfre San Pitdr River c /er the past
two yea::s. TV/o years d9o, ttre river conmissioner kilted himself about
half way thrrcugh ttre distriJartion season ard his r€cods were lost. At
the L988 anrl:at nreetirg, ttre water user:s voted to reconunerd a river
ccmrdssioner tiho had been tlre l4arrti Irrigation @. water naster. Ihe
State Hrgineer's office did not feel entirely ccrnfortable witlt his
qualifications. Neverttreless, ttre wateruser:s sborgly urrged that he be
appointed as ttre river corunissioner ard ttre State Egineer abided bV the
wisbres of ttre water uset:s. Unfortunately, he did rnt adequately ftllfill
ttre duties of a river cqrunissioner; he d-id verlt little regulation on the
river ard kept no records. Ttrerefore, no distribution reconds are
available for \987 ard L988. We feel ttris sitr,ration has ncrlrit been
corrested. A n€hr ccmnissioner has been selected viho appea::s to be weII
+Elified ard dedicated to fuffiillirg tfie responsibilities of a river
ccnnnissiorrer.

E\ren if a responsible ccnunissioner had been fimcEionirg durilg the
la.sE. two year:s, nreasurenrent of ftcns wouLd have been difficatt ard
prcbably wor:Ld only be estimates at best. The floodirg hhichl occured in
ttre early pa:t of ttre L980s destroyed nany of the neasurirq devices ard
control structures on the river. Ttre responsibility for replacirg those
stnrcEu:res is not ttre State Hrgineerts but belorgs to tlte water users.
The water users have been reluctant to sperd the money necessaaY to
r^eplace ttrese stnrsEur"es so that work has not yet been done. Hcnrever, an
effort is bejrq rnade ry some of tie distrila-rtion systern directors,
pa:-icularly Neil Nielson, to obtain financirg frcm ttre Centr:al Utah Water
Consewancy Districf, ard tJ:e Sanpete County Water Conserrranq/ District. to
instalt nreasurirg devices ard recordirg gages on ttte river. If ttre effort
is successful, rneasurirg devices will be ixstalled or furportant stretches
of tlre river ard at eadr rnajor diversion cnrer ttre no<t year or two. Tlre
river conndssioner wiII ttren have a muctr better ability to rneasure the
flows ard diversions ard regulate distriloution of the river accordirgly.
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We do not di-sagr.ee with ycnrr corclusions regardi-rg ttre rel-ative
priorities of tfie Gmnison-Fayette Inigation Co. ard ttre Hi$lard Canal
Co. on Ttrelve ltile A:eel< ard tlre San Pitch River. Hcnrever, yrcnr analysis
has e><cluded ttre rights of the Mayfield Irrigation Co. ard ttre original
rights of tlre G.rrrison Irzigation @. on Twelve ltile Areek. Arcontilg to
ttre Cox Dec:r:ee, l4ayfield Irzigation @. receives 422 of tlre flcnlr of tfie
creek. GmrLison Irrigation Co., Gmnison-Fayette Canal @., ard Highl-ard
Cana1 @. have ri$rts to ttre r"ernainirg 58? of tlre flcru. G\.urrison
Irrigation cqrpany (occludirg ttre ri$rts it acquired frcrn Hi$tlard) tras an
earlier priority date tlran Grnnison-Fayette canaL Co. ard tlat right rust
be filled in total before Grnnison-Fayette can divert. Itre flcw of TWelve
Mile fteek would have to be in o<cess of 295 cfs between April 1st ard
Jrne 15th ard in occess of 26I J./2 cfs between June 15th ard October 1st
before G.mnison-Fayette Canal Co. could beqin to divert water. It appears
tl.e flcru of the San Pitch River worrld have to occeed 548 cfs between April
]-st ard June L5th ard 485 cfs between June L5ti and ocfober L5th before
Grnnison-Fayette wouLd be allowed to take any water fisn that source.

Grer ttre pasb, few yean:s, the lcrar sncnt pack ard precipitation
cordition-s have redrced stf,€arn flcns in ttre Sanpete Cotttty area. Itre
G:nnison-Fayette Canal Co. has not beeJr al-lcryed to d-ivert water frcm
eittrer ttre San Pitdr River or T\pelve l4iLe O:eek because the entire flcnp
have been required to stpply ri$rts with earlier prioritlr dates.

Ttre State Etgineer is conunitted to a fair distril:nrtion of water on
ttre lclrnler San Pitch River Distrilartion fletenr ard we are working to
c'verrcc[rp ttre prrcblems of t]re pst fer'r yea::s. We rrrould be happlr to reet
with yol ard ttre leaderstrip of the Gmnison-Fayette CanaL co. to furtner
discu-ss tlrese issues. If you feel sudr a neetirg wouLd be helpftil to a
better urderstardirg of distrilartion on tJp river please contact re at
538-7380.
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